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PRESENTATION OF THE FIAPA 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE ELDERLY 

 
Created in 1980 by a group of 60 European associations from 4 countries: France, Belgium, Italy and Spain, its AIMS 

are: 

- To represent worldwide associations of the elderly 

- To support them in their actions 

- To develop links between them 

 

The FIAPA recently produced two beautiful texts by a multidisciplinary collective agency: 

 

First, the UNIVERSAL CHARTER OF LEGAL PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE SENIOR CITIZENS  

 

Many countries have no protective legislation for the benefit of people who do not have the ability to manage their daily 

lives, their businesses, or even their health on the own. 

 

This charter reiterates that only an independent judge can withdraw a person’s rights, for health reasons, on medical 

advice and in proportion to their needs to give them the greatest possible autonomy. 

 

Then, in MALTA in 2012, the FIAPA proposed the UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF SENIOR 

CITIZENS With reference to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Life is a journey, it is a path, 

It is expressed in space 

It is built on relationships, 

It is organized in time, 

It takes time, one must have an interlocutor in order to express oneself, 

It is full of risks. Should we sacrifice the freedom of the individual to protect the safety of the carer? 

It is the question of power. It is better to respect the person rather than the regulations, 

Lifestyle choices have to be all the more respected as they are reduced as a person gets older,  

The environment must be economically fair to allow the implementation of these issues. 

This Statement was confirmed by the Committee of the Secretaries of the European Union, and will be the basis for the 

recommendations that this Committee regularly presents to member states in order to invite them to improve their 

legislation. 

 

The FIAPA now aims to develop the impact of this statement in the world by a vote at the UN for a convention which 

could get be similar to that of Children of 1990. 

 

An agreement has great legal strength and it would allow us: 

- To fight more effectively against discrimination related to age 

- To ensure that our modern, connected, globalized world, does not increase the isolation of the elderly so that relations 

with younger generations are preserved. 

The FIAPA calls on all organizations here to introduce the elderly into their program and to help us to carry this 

statement to the UN for it to be transformed into a convention. 

BECAUSE WHEN AN OLD MAN DIES, it is a bookshop which burns. 

 

 

 

 


